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The President’s Corner 

Cincinnati ASHRAE News 
A monthly publication of the Cincinnati Chapter of the American Society of Heating, 

Refrigeration & Air Conditioning Engineers 

“Efforts of the Society, its members, and its bodies shall be 
directed at all times to enhancing the public health, safety and 

welfare.” – ASHRAE Code of Ethics 1.140.001.1.A 

https://www.ashrae.org/about/governance/code-of-ethics 

 
 
Dear Cincinnati ASHRAE members and friends, 
 

Hello.  I hope this finds you and your families well as we move through 
this coronavirus pandemic. 

 
Our theme this year continues to follow the theme of Society President 
Darryl K. Boyce: 

 

Building for People and Performance. Achieving Operational 
Excellence. 

“We must ensure operational performance for the people that live, work, 
and interact in buildings,” said Boyce. “People must succeed within the 
buildings we create. Let’s ensure we take the steps needed to achieve 

effective operational performance and operator experience.” 

Many thanks to all of you who attended and especially those of you who 
made our March meeting a big success.  We welcomed many members 
and friends on March 10th at the offices of Elevar in Queensgate. 
ASHRAE DL Dennis Knight gave a fine presentation entitled: 
”Developing an Integrated Personal Management System.” Thanks 
again to our hosts, Elevar, and to our meal sponsor Victaulic for the 
wonderful food!  

Our next membership meeting original scheduled for April 14 has been 
cancelled due to the covid-19 pandemic.   
 
The Chapter Board of Governors is working on adjusting the schedule 
for the Golf Outing in May as it is on hold due to the pandemic. 
 

To date this year we have added almost 25 new members and raised 
over $1600 of our goal for ASHRAE research. Please consider 
additional donations as ASHRAE begins to address this new challenge 
to public health. 

 
 
(Continued) 
 
 
 
 



  April  2020 

 

  

The President's Corner (cont.) 
  

Region V continues to solicit entries for the 2020 Tech Awards competition. Please consider submitting a project for 
consideration.  More information is at https://www.ashrae.org/membership/honors-and-awards/technology-awards-
program-overview#samples, 
 

 
 
At https://www.usace.army.mil/Business-With-Us/Contracting/ you can find information about volunteering in the effort 
to outfit facilities for work during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Architecture firms around the state will be looking to be 
paired with Engineers as teams in a Design-Build effort to be lead by a GC, in contract with the USACE -or- FEMA. 

 

 
 
ASHRAE has developed proactive guidance to help address coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) concerns with 
respect to the operation and maintenance of heating, ventilating and air-conditioning systems. This webpage provides 
easily accessible resources from ASHRAE to building industry professionals. Follow this link to more information. 
https://www.ashrae.org/technical-resources/resources 
 

 
 
As with everything else, our Chapters plans for the immediate future are evolving.  Keep watch for other information as 
it becomes available.  Arrangements for our Annual Golf outing, whenever it occurs, are being made.  Watch for details 
on how to support this event. 
 
Stay well, and keep in touch.  (Virtually) 
 
Steve Tossey, Chapter President, ashraecincinnati@gmail.com, 513-608-8565 
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From the desk of Matt Nelson, P.E. 
Past-President of the Cleveland Chapter of ASHRAE 

 
Greetings, 
  
“Ohio is in some unchartered territory with the outbreak of COVID-19. Architects and Engineers 
need to take up the challenge and help our state and local governments in this time of need. AIA 
Ohio has started a Task Force: AIA Ohio – COVID-19 Response Task Force to address some of 
these issues.” 
 
This was the beginning of an email sent out to AIA Ohio members this past Monday by AIA Ohio 
President Mary L. Glowacki, AIA. 
 
We have been contacted by this AIA Ohio Task Force as they are spearheading an effort to 
compile a list of experts that can be included on the AIA Ohio response resource list to be shared 
with healthcare admins, state and local governments. These are organizations that, as the 
outbreak worsens, will need help and advice from building professionals so that they can make 
informed decisions that could impact the safety of workers and lives of our community members. 
 
To volunteer and have your name added to the list please use the link to the form below.  
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScUQ5ZKFADVLuTCXphkC0E8UACx8scll5w8ymfmbs
e4x7sR3Q/viewform  
  
Please note that we help from not just architects but from: 

• Mechancial Engineers 

• Electrical Engineers 

• Commissioning Authorities 

• Testing and Balancing Contractors 

• Mechanical Contractors 

• Electrical Contractors 

• General Contractors 
 
This is really quite the list, so you can see that we need some serious help spreading the word. 
Please share this message with your connections, others in your office, and contractors that 
you’ve worked with.  Help us build a comprehensive list. 
 
Thank you in advance. 
 
Sincerely, 
Matthew Nelson, P.E. 
Past-President of the Cleveland Chapter of ASHRAE 
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WHY ASHRAE?  

2020 is ASHRAE’s 125th anniversary.  Our history dates to the founding of ASHVE, the American 

Society of Heating and Ventilating Engineers, which held its first annual meeting in January of 

1895.  The ASHRAE website has information about when the Society was founded, by whom the 

Society was founded, and where the Society was founded.  

 

What you won’t find there is why the Society was founded.  Engineers, to use the term broadly, 

had been designing heating and ventilating systems for eons, all over the world.  Sometimes 

with more art, sometimes more science, sometimes modest amounts of either.  What was it 

about New York City in the 1890’s that lead to those engineers to form a professional society?  

 

I am writing from my living room during a stay home order that restricts my research mostly to 

the internet.  I found no useful research there.  Currently I have no desire to visit the library 

basements of New York City to look.  Yet I speculate that maybe the reasons why the Society 

were founded were so obvious at the time that no one thought there was any need to record 

them.  So in the absence of historical facts, I would like to offer the following theory for your 

consideration.  

 

Late 19th century New York City was the most densely populated place on earth.  Thousands of 

recent immigrants from both within and without the USA had arrived. To house them, 

developers built large apartment buildings known as tenements.  The owner’s design criterion 

was maximum square footage for minimal investment.  All expenses were spared.  Within the 

buildings apartments were laid out in straight rows like packing crates, with no ventilation.  

Only the room at the end of the apartment had a window.  In these buildings infectious diseases 

ran wildly, most notably tuberculosis, known as the white plague.  In 1867 and 1879 laws were 

passed to require all rooms in an apartment to have a window.  The landlords discovered they 

could least expensively meet the letter of this law, although not the spirit of it, by putting a 

window from one the interior room to another, all the way to the exterior room.  Not that this 

really improved things as ventilation was still nowhere near adequate.  These interior windows 

became colloquially known as “tuberculosis windows.”  Really.  Check this out: 

https://www.google.com/search?q=tuberculosis+windows&rlz=1C1CHBD_en&source=lnms&tb

m=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiPsf_Py8foAhVLAp0JHQFUBgMQ_AUoAXoECA4QAw&biw=1171&

bih=777.  Apparently when 19th century real estate developers in New York had to choose 

between increasing occupant health and increasing their profit margin, they tended to opt for 

the latter.  Who’da thunk it? 

 

ASHVE came into being in 1895.  In 1901 the New York City Council passed laws requiring that 

every room in each apartment be provided with a window directly opening to the outdoors.  

Coincidence?  Perhaps.   Subsequent laws and development continued to improve the health and 

safety of building occupants, and ASHRAE has been and continues to be in the leadership of 

these efforts.  

 

The work of ASHRAE and the building community has been very successful in reducing and 

eliminating infectious disease pandemics for 125 years.  ASHRAE is continuing to work to best 

engineer HVAC systems to deal with stopping the spread of the current coronavirus.  The work 

won’t be quick, nor easy, and we will likely debate it a lot.  But when this pandemic has passed 

and we are back to working side by side in our offices, construction sites and workshops, the 

work of ASHRAE on this will just be getting started.  We have a rich heritage and proud legacy. 

 

Stephen Tossey, PE.  Chapter President, Cincinnati ASHRAE 
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A monthly publication of the Cincinnati Chapter of the American Society of Heating, 
Refrigeration & Air Conditioning Engineers 

2019-2020 
Cincinnati ASHRAE Donor Recognition 

 

BRONZE ($100 or more) 
 

GOLD ($500 or more) 
 

INDIVIDUAL      CORPORATE 
None to Date       None to Date 

 

Donations to the Cincinnati ASHRAE Chapter can be made by contacting our Research 

Promotion Chair, Paul Bennett, at paul@bennettms.com 

 

Online donations to Research Promotion can be made here:  

https://xp20.ashrae.org/secure/researchpromotion/rp.html 

Note: the Cincinnati Chapter has set up the " Bahnfleth Presidential" endowment fund, which 

you may choose to list in the appropriate spot if you wish. 

Be sure to list "Cincinnati" as your chapter under donor information. 
 

 

INDIVIDUAL      CORPORATE 
Mike Sheer       CMTA 

Fred Betz       Wellers Plumbing and Heating 

Pete Rasche 

Dave Klenk 

Steve Tossey 

Paul Bennett 

Joe Nader 

Dave Deger 

John Sheringer 

Nick Brown 

 SILVER ($250 or more) 
 

INDIVIDUAL      CORPORATE 
None to Date       None to Date 



 
 
Dear Members & Friends Of The Cincinnati Chapter Of ASHRAE, 
 
We were recently sent correspondence from the National Research Promotion Headquarters, 
reminding us that ongoing research, especially in this time of worldwide crisis, is of the utmost 
importance. 
 
Research can only take place through our donations that fund the various studies. As it stands right 
now, as an ASHRAE Chapter, we are just a little over 10% of meeting our fiscal goal of $10,500.00. Our 
fiscal year ends on the last business day of June, 2020. 
 
If you have already contributed, thank you. If you have not yet donated, please consider the issues 
and challenges we face to improve the safety and wellbeing of not only every American citizen, but all 
people around the world. 
 
To donate, please click on the link below, that will take you directly to the RP Campaign donor form.   
On this document, please be sure to list the Cincinnati Chapter in the Contributor Information Field.          
 
https://xp20.ashrae.org/secure/researchpromotion/rp.html        
 
If you prefer to pay by check, please send it to the address shown below.  
(Please Note On The Memo Line: Cincinnati Chapter Donation)    
 
ASHRAE 
Office of Development 
1791 Tullie Circle, NE 
Atlanta, GA 30329 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Sincerely, 
Paul Bennett 
ASHRAE Cincinnati Research Promotion Chair 
Cincinnatiashrae@gmail.com 

https://xp20.ashrae.org/secure/researchpromotion/rp.html


 

 

Call For Presentations 
Share your most impactful stories to make the Midwest a stronger region.  

This is a Midwest regional conference intended to discuss Midwest sustainability issues and business solutions. 

This forum will help those engaged to reach a more sustainable and resilient world faster by sharing inspiring, real 

world stories and data driven positive outcomes. REBUILD, formerly The High Performing Buildings Seminar, 

asks you to share your most impactful stories to help REBUILD the Midwest into a stronger region.  

This year’s theme is Resiliency, centered around high impactful strategies and tactics for REbuilding, REjuvinating 

and REvitalizing the Midwest. Presentations should illustrate how businesses can solve sustainability challenges 

while simultaneously benefiting the business’s financial bottom line.   

 
Submission Deadline:  Friday, April 24, 2020 
 
Submission Link: https://rebuild-conference.com/call-for-presentations 
 

 

Four Presentation Tracks 

1. Designing for Healthy Occupants 

2. Innovation within the Sustainable Built Environment 

3. Net-Positive Solutions: Energy, Water, Waste, Ecology 

4. Sustainable Operations and Maintenance Practices 

 

 

Seminar Details 

When: Thursday, October 1, 2020 

Time: 7AM - 4PM 

Where: Sharonville Convention Center 

Cost: Early Bird Registration - $85 

Registration: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/rebuild-tickets-73326987995 
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